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Community concerns. 

  In the last year Hermitage had a much greater amount of anti-social behaviour and vandalism 

than it had ever experienced before. It lasted for many months going well beyond the summer holidays. 

Residents were contacting the council at least once a week about loud, intimidating behaviour in the 

park lasting to 1.00 or even 3.00 am. Every time the council contractor went to work in the park he 

discovered something which he needed to report to me. Litter bins up turned as well as Rizla wrappers 

and discarded disposable lighters. The ordinary and picnic benches were all so badly damaged they were 

removed for safety reasons. 

  After contacting the West Berkshire Building Communities Together Team Manager Susan 

Powell, a community conversation was arranged, attended by 46 members of the public. Susan arranged 

for members of her department, two PCSOs and a Police Inspector to attend as facilitators. PCSOs 

persuaded a number of young people to attend. In addition to problems in the park and at the village 

hall members of the community were concerned about litter in the village and speeding on B4009. 

  As a result of this event a member of the public has volunteered to look into setting up a youth 

council and, so far, has had meetings with Susan and Dave Seward of Berkshire Youth and been to speak 

to the council. But this project is in its infancy. 

Road safety 

 The council is well aware of public concerns about speeding traffic and problems with Priors 

Court Road roundabout. New developments in Hermitage and Compton will increase traffic flow. It has 

written to highways about this and is being supported by Chieveley PC, with which it is cooperating 

about the roundabout. 

Housing development.  
  HPC has held three extra meetings to allow developers to present to residents, plans for the 
south of the village. Many members of the public have attended. The council is well aware that all of 
these developments will have a significant road safety impact on the village and regularly reminds 
planners and the highways department about its concerns. Council always comments on planning 
applications although they sometimes do not appear to reach the right planning officer and at other 
times lead to decisions to which the council has objected. CALA was made aware that HPC expects new 
developments to have public open space at their centre and that it expects the number of properties to 
equate to the number in the West Berkshire Development Plan Document (DPD). The proposal refused 
last year was for more than double that. HPC has also written to WBC requesting that in future any open 
spaces within a development are managed and maintained by the parish as happens currently. 
 
Furze Hill 

  After a lengthy planning process the multiuse games area, zipwire and fitness equipment are 

now up and running. Those of you who are on the recreation ground at the end of the school day will 

have seen youngsters rushing to get on the aerial runway. As the weather improves the council will 

gradually make good the muddy area around the site. The council is aware that residents would like 

more seats on the recreation ground and will be working to provide these in the coming months. West 

Berkshire Countryside Society and the Thursday gang continue to help the village to look after this 

valuable open space. 



Defibrillators. 

  The council congratulates the school on the magnificent results from its fundraising activities for 

a defibrillator. This means that there is to be a defibrillator at the school with a second one being 

installed at the White Horse. This was donated in memory of Michael Early who lived in the village for 

many years. Thanks to both the Early family and the school community. Heartstart Thatcham has 

offered to run training and HPC would like to know if any members of the public would be interested in 

this. 

First World War Memorial. 

  A member of the public has made a proposal for an additional roll of honour for all the local 

people who lost their lives in the first World War. You may have the seen the regular updates on 

facebook. HPC would like to support this project financially but unfortunately cannot as parish councils 

do not have the power to do so. But it does encourage the public to support the crowd funding exercise. 

Parish councils are empowered to repair existing memorials but not to create new ones.  

Parish Plan 

  The current Parish Plan is reaching the end of its life. It has enabled the village to get extra 

funding towards the professional kitchen in the village hall and the completion of the small hall, notice 

boards, boardwalks for Furze Hill and even a litter bin. When considering planning applications, the 

council always considers parking and for larger developments the provision of play areas as encouraged 

by the plan. It has also strengthened the council’s arm when requesting improved pedestrian and cycle 

access to new estates. 

  Contrary to appearances, work has started on the active travel route. Some clearance has taken 

place in the demotorised land adjacent to B4009 and telephone cables have been routed underground 

to remove poles from the area alongside the route which will be hard surfaced. We are assured that 

more work will be done in the summer.  

Village Hall 

  Now that the canopy has been completed the council has paid the final instalment of the 

£250,000 grant towards the building. 

Precept 

  To balance the budget the increase in the precept is about 1% more than inflation. You will have 

noticed seven more new houses in the village, not quite 1% more properties. 


